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Ladies and gentlemen, illustrious guests

It is a genuine pleasure and great honor to be able to welcome you to Rome for Agrievolution, the first international summit which puts at the center of the stage the associations of agricultural machinery manufacturers of the world’s leading countries, a gathering intended to draw comparisons of mechanical industries strategies and agricultural economy scenarios in various areas. 

Unacoma came forward to organize this summit for one fundamental reason: as the representative of an important share of world production of agricultural machinery and equipment, the association is aware of a further responsibility for the dissemination of information and knowledge of the sector and, in general, for the promotion of a culture of mechanization. 

The choice of Rome as the site for the summit has a symbolic value; other than being one of the great world capitals, the city hosts the headquarters of FAO, the United Nations agency responsible for agricultural and food policy which is represented with authority at this assembly by Geoffrey Mrema, whom I would like to thank in advance  for the valuable contribution he will provide with his statement to open the work of the summit. 

And again, Rome is gifted in its geo-political location (in the heart of the Mediterranean region( to stand as an ideal bridge between a continent with an exceptionally developed agricultural economy, Europe, and a continent still suffering from problems associated with shortcomings in agricultural development and food security, Africa. 

Finally, with its territory, Rome represents the great agricultural community of Europe and this too is of symbolic value. In a modern economy, in fact, it is unthinkable for the industrial and services sectors to forget agriculture, the sector which is still basic for ensuring food assets, producing raw materials for industry and providing control of the land and services needed more and more by the inhabitants of the great urban centers. 

In the ancient world, Rome was also a center of the science of agriculture, meant  as a systematic set of notions and methods for working the land. Still today, the city is the right place for reasoning on agriculture and for conducting a review, with maximum attention, of the real conditions of agriculture in the world of today, the technological requirements, development and enterprise models. We have toured many of these areas in connection with the foreign missions conducted by Unacoma in the past months, with the support of such institutions as the Ministry for Foreign Trade, the Foreign Trade Institute (ICE), the National Manufacturers Association, Confindustria, and with the hospitality and cooperation of representatives of agricultural and agri-industrial sectors in the different  countries. 

The need to pool our data, understanding and proposals arose precisely out of these contacts with agriculture in countries like Brazil, China, India and Russia, other than the European Union countries, and out of cooperation with the eminent manufacturers associations now present at the summit. To them I give my heartfelt thanks, also for the extremely valuable meetings held in the framework of the EIMA International Exhibition in Bologna, sponsored by Unacoma and organized by Unacoma Service. Agrievolution is thus the result of a shared intuition and initiative and arrives as an attempt to come to terms with the problems of agriculture from both the policy and technological points of view by bringing political figures and experts from the worlds of research, industry and mechanization to the same table for work. 

This meeting, moreover, is the forerunner by only a few days of a high-level FAO conference to be held in this same city at a time of great concern for the fate of the world agricultural economy. According to reports released in this period by FAO itself, the cost of cereals imported by the poorest countries is expected to grow by 56% in the 2007-2008 season on top of the 37% surge in 2006-2007. For the low-income African countries with a food deficit, FAO expects a rise of 74% due to the steep increase in cereals prices and the costs of transport and oil. The economic trend, combined with financial speculation which impacts on the prices of farm products for the market, signal that agriculture has not yet found a path to linear and guaranteed development and is still today a sector which, in some ways, can be considered fragile and in need of management through the application of enlightened and far-sighted strategies. 

If it is true that in the developed economies the weight of agriculture in relation to overall wealth produced tends to decline, it is equally true that its role looks to be of greater and greater importance in terms of strategy. Other than food security –the factor of primary importance, and not only at the level of ethics but also under the heading of political stability in various areas– agriculture provides industry with raw materials and is also shouldering increasing weight in the production of bio-fuels and bio-materials which are fundamental for reducing greenhouse gases and establishing eco-compatible production and waste management processes . Agriculture and forestry are also in the front rank in the defense of the land and safeguarding natural resources. 

And if it is true that agriculture plays this fundamentally strategic role, that the sector is actually at the center of the planet’s economic balances and must ensure social and political stability and correctly balance food and non-food production lines, questions arise of whether it is possible to manage agriculture at the global level, questions on the responsibilities and role to be assigned to those who represent the primary sector under various headings, professional farm organizations, NGOs, industry associations, and those who are closely connected to them. 

The mechanization industry is particularly the sole and irreplaceable instrument for increasing the productivity, along with the quality, of agriculture. Agricultural machinery has been the leading player in the green revolution which, in the postwar period, has enormously boosted productivity and radically transformed vast areas of the planet. Over the decades, these machines have been behind the evolution of the primary economy in all parts of the world and are now, more than ever, at the center of attention. Solutions to problems of vital importance –especially those of the conservation of organic substances in the soil and the management of water resources in areas subjected to desertification because of water shortages– will come through the deployment of advanced mechanical technologies.

The production level of the most evolved agricultural system is, in fact, due to the arrival of sound mechanization practices, just as the underdevelopment still witnessed in many parts of the world is due to the lack of mechanization. The distribution of farm machinery around the world provides a perfect mirror of the lack of balance still seen in the various economies (with 43% of all tractors accounted for by Europe and a mere 2% by Africa, according to recent surveys).

The challenge which brings together here today the manufacturers’ representatives from the leading countries is that of speeding up trade, industrial cooperation and research in the field of mechanization so that the development of the primary sector can progress in an efficient and balanced way. 

In our opinion, the work of this summit should produce two fundamental guidelines: one for the mechanics industry and another for the political sphere. The one for the mechanics industry is to invest, strongly and with conviction, in the development of machinery and systems targeted specifically at production needs in the various areas and the various farming systems around the planet. For the political area, that of considering mechanization as the key instrument in any economic strategy applied to the agricultural sector, the flywheel for the development of emerging economies, the tool for an agriculture which is increasingly rational, intelligent, scientific. 

Thank you for your attention and your work here.
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